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Karen-Elizabeth Hobson performs her song promoting Canadian unity. 


Songstress spreads unity 

Homemaker pens bilingual song 


ANN CARROLL 

THE GAZETTE 


POINTE CLAIRE - Wanted: French- 
speaking federalist who can carry a 
tune. Must like crowds. 

Karen-Elizabeth Hobson is looking 
for a partner to harmonize in French 
as she performs her own composition, 
Imaginez Un Pays/Imagine A Country, 
before the thousands of Pro-Canada 
supporters expected tomorrow at a 
noon-hour rally in Place du Canada. 

The Pointe Claire homemaker has al 
so been asked to sing her bilingual 
song at the Chateau Frontenac Sunday 
for participants in the Montreal-Que 
bee unity train rally. 

It’s a daunting challenge for a musi¬ 
cal neophyte. “I’ve never performed in 
public before or sung into a micro¬ 
phone," the 32-year-old mother of three 
admitted. 

Hobson said she composed the pro- 
Canada folk song in the wake of last 
October’s close call on sovereignty. 

“Since the referendum I’ve won¬ 
dered what I should do. I’ve listened to 
political speakers, written letters to 
the editor, put Canada stickers on my 
van and a big Canadian flag in front of 
the house. 


“Then it dawned on me that we need 
a song to make us feel together. A bilin¬ 
gual song that would move people to 
express their love of country. ’’ 

Hobson, who works part-time at the 
Lakeshore General Hospital, only 
picked up the guitar last April. 

“Someone told me if you know' three 
chords on the guitar you can write 
your own songs," she recalled. “I’ve 
made up 11 songs since then.” 

With Imagine a Country, she uses an 
original folk tune to carry her own 
French and English verses, extolling a 
united Canada. Friends, relatives, 
workmates and fellow members at the 
Lakeshore Unitarian Universalist Con¬ 
gregation helped her with the French 
lyrics. 

“Imaginez - Imagine/ un peuple qui 
pourrait - a people who could/ chanter 
une harmonie - sing a harmony/ de 
langues ensemble - of languages to¬ 
gether./ Ensemble-Together-Togeth 
er- Ensemble." 

She was asked to perform at the rally 
after her composition came to the at 
tention of a Canadian Unity Founda 
tion organizer, who was planning 
events to commemorate the massive 
federal love-in last October in down¬ 
town Montreal. 
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